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The purpose of this manual is to be used by delegates as a fast, easy reference. It is on-going
endeavor and changes will be made and updated information can be obtained on our website at
WWW.namnews.org.

1. What is NAM?

The National Apostolate of Maronites (NAM) the official lay organization of the Eparchies of Saint
Maron and Our Lady of Lebanon. Since its inception in 1963, NAM has served as a unifying force
among the laity and the clergy of the Maronite Church in the U.S.A. It serves to help preserve the
Syriac-Maronite traditions by making people aware of the rich heritage of the Maronite faith and by
fostering pride in the Maronite Church and by strengthening it for future generations.

A. Scholarships

For NAM, cherishing the youth is important, therefore, it is crucial for delegates to know what
is available to them to increase the awareness.

The following five Scholarships are awarded to NAM youth every year to support their
education:

v' Naomi and Paul Kassouf Scholarship available to graduating high school NAM
Members. Two $1000 scholarships are awarded each year to students who are members
of NAM and eligible for a one year renewal.

v John A. Solomon Memorial/MYO Scholarship available to graduating high school MYO
Members. Two $1000 scholarships are awarded each year to high school seniors who are
active in the MYO and eligible for a one year renewal.

v" Thomas and Jenny Ayoub Memorial Scholarship available to currently enrolled college
students. One $1000 Scholarship is awarded each year to a college student and eligible
for one year renewal.

The scholarship applications and details are available at www.namnews.org

B. Vocations Awareness Contest

Every year monetary gifts are awarded to the youth who submit essays, posters and/or media
presentation regarding their Maronite Vocation. These works are also displayed at the National
Convention. Work with the Director of Religious Education in your Parish/Community and the
NAM Education Committee to increase support. Additional information can be found at
WWW.Namnews.org.




C. Awards

v" Gold Massabki Award to a NAM member in each Eparchy for their outstanding support of
NAM and the church on the National level. Recipients are nominated by the NAM Board of
Directors and approved by the Bishops.

v’ Silver Massabki Award to a NAM member for outstanding support of NAM and the
church on the parish/community or regional level. Applications are available
www.namnews.org/pdf/silvermassabki.pdf

v" Faith of the Mountain Award to a member of NAM between the ages of 18-25 who has
shown Christian leadership in their parish/community on the parish/community or regional
level. Applications are available at www.namnews.org/pdf/silvermassabki.pdf

D. Retreats

NAM's Regional Retreats provides a special opportunity for spiritual reflection, education
and fellowship. One of the retreats scheduled during Lent is usually held at our National
Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon in No. Jackson, Ohio. Additional retreats are often
scheduled in other parts of the country.

E. Cedar Tree Program

500 Cedar Trees have been planted in the ‘NAM CEDAR GROVE’ in the Arz al Rab
section of Becharre, Lebanon undertaken with the International Committee for the
Preservation of The Cedars. This purpose of this program was not only to reforest the
historic cedars, but it also reflects NAM’s commitment to our heritage and culture. This
program will be re-launched in January of 2009

F. Conventions

National and Regional conventions are held every year and are a very important part of
NAM’s agenda by bringing our Maronite family together....BEIT MAROON. The goals are
to provide Spiritual Renewal, Education and Ethnic & Social Fun! These conventions are a
time of rejuvenation where we celebrate our identity and take pride in our heritage! We
encourage any parish interested in hosting a Regional convention to contact their Regional
Vice President.

G. NAM Spring Raffle

One of NAM’s major fundraiser is the Annual Spring Raffle held at the Board’s Spring
meeting. All delegates are mailed tickets and is a great way to show support. See your
Regional Vice President for more information.
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II. What is a Delegate?

Each Parish/Community is represented by 2 delegates who are appointed by the Clergy that have
been a member of NAM for the previous year. The primary goal of the delegate is to promote the
works and goals of NAM. The role of the delegate is essential since NAM is a non-profit
organization that relies on the ground level for constant support, growth and enhancement.

IIl. What are your Responsibilities?

Maintain and expand local membership

NAM point of contact

Coordinate NAM Awareness Sundays

Promote NAM Programs within their parish

Act as voice of parish laity at the regional and national conventions

Attend National Convention (recommended, not mandatory). If you can not attend, you can
appoint an alternate delegate from your parish with the approval of your pastor\

Elect Regional Vice President at National Convention

Advise the national office of any major events in their parish

Work closely with the Regional Vice President

The following information documents should be useful to give basic information about NAM and
recommendations on how to accomplish these tasks. Also included are documents and forms that
are also available on www.namnews.org.

1V. How to Promote NAM

NAM Awareness Sunday

The most successful way to reach any population is to speak to them directly. NAM
awareness Sunday should be held annually in each Parish to promote membership and
endorse future NAM events. Contact your Regional Vice President or any NAM Board
member to for assistance.




v" Handout brochures at Liturgy (especially Christmas and Easter). Brochures can be obtained at
the National Office.

v Maintain a calendar of events in lobby

Top Ten Reasons to become a NAM Member

Reason #10: To receive benefits such as eligibility for awards and scholarships and
discounts at National Conventions

Reason #9: To meet new friends

Reason #8: To become eligible to be a NAM delegate and represent your
parish/community at the national level

Reason #7: To be ‘in tune’ or ‘on-line’ and kept informed

Reason #6: To offer financial support to the Apostolate programs of service to the

Maronite Church

Reason #5: To be a part of NAM’s unifying force which creates a bridge between the
Eparchies in the United States and between the USA and our spiritual home,
Lebanon.

Reason #4: To confirm commitment to NAM’s mission and acknowledge support of its
services.

Reason #3: Because NAM is the largest Maronite Lay population in the world!

Reason #2: Because it is your Apostolic duty as Maronite Catholic to help serve and
support Beit Maroon.

Reason #1: Because you are proud of you Maronite Heritage and you want to preserve it

for future generations!
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